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scrutiny of the surrounding region, it was scarcely possihle
to decide as to the geological date of any mass of such
crystalline rocks. Nevertheless, the influence of the old
creed continued to show itself. Gneiss and schist, about
whose relative date nothing definite was known, were still
put down below the fossiliferous formations as " primary"
rocks, lying almost beyond the furthest limits of geological
history.

No better illustration of this condition of things could
be furnished than that presented by the crystalline masses.
which form the Highlands of Scotland. Looking back from
our present knowledge to the state in which these rocks
were allowed to lie for more than half a century, it seems
as if with a perverse ingenuity, geologists had refused to
examine them, although all the while in possession of the
clew to their history. The rocks still appeared in geological
maps and text-books as ancient formations lying beneath all
the fossiliferous systems, and even as " azoic," or earlier than
the introduction of life into the earth.

In the earlier years of this century, Macculloch had
made some important observations on the geology of that
wild mountainous region which stretches from the Kyles of
Skye northwards to Cape Wrath. He was sorely puzzled by
the red sandstones which rise into the huge terraced hills of
Applecross and Assynt. By any one coming to them fresh
from an Old Eed Sandstone region, they would be set down
unhesitatingly as belonging to that geological system. But
Macculloch, whose first belief was that such should be the,
position assigned to them, found that they passed beneath
quartz-rock and other members of the so-called " primary "
series. Hence he classed them as primary red sandstones, discoursed on his favourite science from the top of the Wor-
